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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  said  Council, 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report. 

Throughout  the  year  the  district  has  been  under  my  con¬ 
stant  observation.  I  have  reported  to  you  upon  its  sanitary 
condition  month  by  month. 

In  spite  of  the  continued  good  condition  of  trade  in  the  Buildings, 
district,  building  has  not  been  very  active,  and  I  have  again 
to  call  attention  to  the  insufficient  number  of  good  houses  for 
the  working  classes,  and  to  the  faulty  construction  and  bad 
state  of  repair  of  much  of  the  older  property  in  the  district. 

I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  largely  due  to  the  bad 
policy  of  the  Newcastle  Corporation  in  only  letting  the  land  Leaseholds, 
on  short  leases. 

I  have  again  to  call  attention  to  the  increasing  difficulty  Ashes  Removal, 
in  the  disposal  of  ashpit  refuse  on  the  land,  and  the  danger 
arising  therefrom  to  the  public  health.  I  regret  that  the  Refuse 
Council  has  not  yet  been  able  to  commence  with  the  erection 
of  the  proposed  refuse  destructor,  which  is  so  urgently  wanted 
in  this  district. 


During  the  past  year  notices  have  been  served  in  all  Nuisances, 
cases  of  nuisance  arising  from  ashpits  and  middens.  The 
owners  have  been  requested  to  replace  the  old  large  open  Open  Ashpits, 
ashpits  by  small  ash  closets.  Altogether  60  such  closets  Ash  Closets, 
have  been  provided.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  continuing  this 
policy,  in  course  of  time  all  the  old  open  ashpits  will  be 
replaced. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  kept  in  fairly  good  Dairies an<1 
order,  though  some  of  the  latter  are  old  and  somewhat  faulty 
in  construction.  All  the  cows,  however,  go  out  to  pasture, 
and  there  have  been  no  complaints  as  to  the  milk  supply. 


4 


Births  &  Deaths. 


Infant 

Mortality. 


Notifiable 

Infectious 

Diseases. 


Isolation 

Hospital. 


During  the  year  509  births  and  322  deaths  were  registered. 
Of  the  latter,  35  were  of  non-residents.  Consequently  the 
natural  increase  was  509  -  287  =  222,  and  the  birth  and  death 
rates  36-4  and  20*5  per  1,000  per  annum  respectively. 

There  were  37  deaths  in  public  institutions,  viz.,  at 
the  City  Hospital,  Walker  Gate,  and  the  Walker  Accident 
Hospital.  These  were  mostly  of  non-residents  in  the  district. 

The  infant  mortality  was  92,  or  nearly  1  in  5  of  the 
births,  and  1  in  3  of  the  deaths  registered. 


The  principal  causes  were — 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia...  ...  20 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  12 

<  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  .  6 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Whooping  Cough  .  ..  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ...  ...  2 


Less  well-defined  causes,  such  as 
Convulsions,  Congenital  Debility, 


I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  increasing  number  of 
uncertified  deaths,  particularly  of  infants. 

During  the  year  I  received  174  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases,  as  compared  with  92  in  1899,  as  follows  : — 


Scarlatina 

Notified. 

127 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

6 

Diphtheria  and  j 

Membranous 

20 

2 

Croup  ...  ...J 

Erysipelas 

19 

. . . 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

7 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

•  •  • 

The  increase  is  due  to  the  large  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlatina.  These  were  distributed  throughout  the  year,  but 
the  disease  was  more  prevalent  during  the  latter  half.  It 
was  generally  of  a  mild  type,  and  there  were  only  three 
deaths.  In  all  cases  the  houses  were  visited,  disinfectants 
supplied,  and  isolation  insisted  on,  with  subsequent  disinfec¬ 
tion  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Six  cases  were  removed  to 
Hospital  when  isolation  was  manifestly  impracticable  at 
home,  but  in  many  other  cases  it  was  probably  not  carried 
out,  as  judged  by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  two  or  more 
cases  following  in  the  same  house. 
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The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  distributed  throughout  the 
year.  There  were  20  notifications  with  4  deaths.  Two  cases 
were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Only  7  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified,  with  2 
deaths.  One  case  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

An  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  during  the  latter  part  i^ctiousable 
of  the  year.  There  were  17  deaths,  all  of  children  under  five  Diseases, 
years. 

Whooping  Cough  was  not  very  prevalent.  There  were  8 
deaths  from  this  disease. 

Seven  deaths  were  attributed  to  Epidemic  Influenza. 

Diarrhoea  was  not  very  prevalent,  as  there  was  no  period 
of  prolonged  hot  dry  weather  during  the  year.  Nine  deaths 
were  attributed  to  this  complaint,  mostly  of  infants. 

Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  23  deaths.  Owing  to  the  chronic 
nature  of  this  disease,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  general  recog¬ 
nition  of  its  great  infectivity  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  report,  that 
on  my  recommendation  your  Council  have  resolved,  in  the 
future,  to  disinfect  houses  after  cases  of  death  or  removal  of 
persons  suffering  from  this  disease. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  were  very  prevalent, 
and  were  the  cause  of  52  deaths,  of  which  28  were  of  children 
under  5  years  and  13  of  persons  over  65  years. 

Six  deaths  were  directly  attributed  to  Alcoholism,  but  the 
abuse  of  alcoholic  drinks  undoubtedly  was  a  contributory 
cause  in  many  other  cases,  both  directly  in  individuals  and 
indirectly  in  lowering  the  standard  of  comfort  in  family  life. 

Appended  will  be  found  statistics  compiled  in  the  forms 
indicated  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  They  are  com-  ^ 

J  •’  Population. 

pitted  on  an  estimated  population  of  14,000.  Also  the  Report 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Walker, 

February,  1901, 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  N.  GRINLING. 
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TABLE  I.— WALKER. 


Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Deaths  under 
O.ne  Year  of 
Age. 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages. 
Total. 

O 

CO 

Deaths  of  Non¬ 
residents  registered 
in  District. 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages. 
Nett. 

Year. 

Number 

; 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

fl’s 

•rH  ' 

_  -4-> 

CO  -rH 
rH  +-> 

5  23 

Qj  rH 

A 

Number. 

Rate.* 

1891  . 

11,360 

452 

39  9 

73 

162  ! 

266 

25 

22 

244 

21-4 

1892  . 

11,500 

439 

38'2 

56 

128 

246 

... 

25 

25 

221 

19-2 

1893 

11,750 

469 

40  0 

86 

183 

255 

•  •  • 

15 

14 

241 

21-4 

1894  . 

12,000 

429 

35-8 

54 

126 

222 

... 

28 

27 

195 

16  2 

1895  . 

12,250 

384 

31-4 

70 

182 

252 

•  •  • 

45 

51 

201 

16  4 

1896  . 

12,500 

455 

36-4 

66 

145  , 

226 

25 

28 

198 

15-8 

1897  . 

12,800 

479 

37-1 

75 

155 

243 

... 

30 

30 

213 

166 

1898  . 

13,000 

459 

35-3 

85 

184 

308 

54 

54 

254 

19-5 

1899  . 

13,500 

514 

38-1 

87 

170 

297 

... 

37 

38 

259 

19-2 

l 

Averages  for  years 
1891-1899  ... 

453 

36  9 

74 

160 

257 

«  •  « 

31 

32 

225 

184 

1900  . 

14,000 

509 

36-4 

92 

180 

322 

•  •  • 

37 

35 

287 

20-5 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  ...  1,157 

Total  Population  at  all  Ages  (last  Census)  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,360 


TABLE  III.— WALKER. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  tlie  year  1900 


Cases  notified  in  Whole  District. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under 

1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65 

Small-pox 

... 

... 

... 

,  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cholera 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  ... 

10 

•  •  • 

6 

6 

3 

1 

Membranous  Croup... 

4 

1 

2 

... 

1 

Erysipelas 

19 

1 

2 

1 

14 

Scarlet  Fever 

127 

6 

42 

70 

9 

•  »  * 

Typhus 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Enteric  ,, 

7 

... 

... 

2 

2 

3 

Eelapsing  ,, 

••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  • 

... 

Continued  ,, 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Puerperal  ,, 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

Plague  . 

... 

... 

■  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Totals 

174 

8 

50 

80 

15 

20 

65  and 
upwards. 


2 


1 


6 


1 


1 


9 


Number  of 
Cases  removed 
to  Hospital. 
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TABLE  IV.— WALKER. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1900. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup 
Croup  ... 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Other  Continued  Fever 
Epidemic  Influenza  .. 
Cholera... 

Plague  ... 

Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases 
Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy 
Other  Diseases  of  Respirator} 
Organs 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 

Venereal  Diseases 
Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Par 
turition 
Heart  Diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides 

All  other  Causes 


All  Causes 


All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 

5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 

25-  : 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

17 

4 

13 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1 

2 

4 

9 

5 

o 

O 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

23 

2 

6 

15 

8 

o 

O 

1 

4 

10 

5 

5 

24 

11 

1 

5 

7 

2.5 

9 

7 

5 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

4 

2 

12 

12 

2 

2 

18 

1 

1 

1 

10 

5 

11 

4 

5 

2 

93 

:  45 

14 

4 

1 

17 

12 

287 

92 

1 

1 

47 

11 

17 

79 

41 

8 


9 


37 


Deaths  in  Public 

Institutions. 


TABLE  VI.— WALKER  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
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